Project Equinox

Equilibrium
Balance
Stability

MISSION: to promote mental
health stability for participants
so they can live a healthier,
more independent life within the
community while protecting

the public.

CONTACT
INFORMATION

312 E. 6th Street
Waterloo, IA 50703
Fax: 319-234-2513

District Court Judge, Thomas Bower
319-833-3332
County Attorney, Thomas Ferguson
319-833-3001
Defense Attorney, Dean Olson
319-291-2535
DCS Supervisor, Denise Cooper
wpu-mwm-u.nmw

Probation Officer, Dan z_w___:
319- an.uwwu.

Mental Health Counselor, _._n_n.: Kemp
319~ N@N.kum

Project Equinox

Mental Health
Court
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“Pain of mind is worse than pain of body”
Syrus

Phone: 319-292-1231
319-292-1318
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Eligibility and The Goals of
Project Equinox
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Must have an Axis I mental
health diagnosis

» To increase public safety

» To reduce the frequency of

» Must be a Black Hawk County encounters with the
E—.— z e —.-.H m— eourLase criminal justice system and
Yy > Services need to be provided lower recidivism rates
? within the Black Hawk County
—.—mﬂ —._“—.- no-.-_\_” & Community » To improve the mental
. . . ) health, well-being and
Over the past several years the » M%MhmmﬂmMmaMM“M:% Mumcm quality of life of the
court system has seen a dramatic basls y program participant
increase in  the number of > A Frecti ¢
offenders who suffer from serious > Needs to have at least 12-24 aree REUVE U520
and chronic mental illness. months of supervision RORII, T=SeUres
According to the Bureau of Justice > A need for intensive team » Faster case processing
Assistance and the Justice Center, supervision to access
persons suffering from mental community services
illness are more likely to be o
rresied Hhari ith y ¢ tal » Must have a new criminal
. (reste m.5. omm. WIKHOKIE St charge or Report of Violation
illness for similar crimes and spend
more time in jail and prison than » The individual agrees to
other inmates. In addition, participate in court ordered
individuals with mental illness may treatment and participation is
cycle repeatedly through  the voluntary Referrals to the Equinox Program
A s ; (Mental Health Court) can be
justice system untreated and > mwzﬁm:n_sm incentive(s) for obtained by contacting any of the
become homeless thus putting misdemeanor and felony cases individuals listed on the back of the
themselves and the community at > No clients with a primary brochure. .q._s__.m program isa :
@ﬂmmﬁm_. risk. mu/_\m—.m__H the cost of Q_QGDOmmm of Substance Abuse collaborative effort with the following
: T ; agencies: District Court (1*' Judicial
treating an individual in the District), Black Hawk County
i i » Special needs clients :
community is much less than pec ; Attorney’s Office, Defense Attorney
housing an individual in jail or (Brain Injury, Developmental Dean Olson, Department of
prison GisapiBehilliee hereaid OMwMQQMMMM mwﬁﬂwmﬂw”m% Judicial
' by case basis
on a case Dy case bas| District) and Black Hawk Grundy
> No adjudicated Sex Offenders Mental Health Center.

or Parole cases



